March 2020

At the start of March | attended a pesticide spraying training course in Cannock asypart of
apprenticeshipraining This involved learningbouta lot of legislation and becoming familiar with a
variety of nozzles to apply productsthre correct manner. Though our gtisster outfits may have
been alarming to passing cyclists and walkeeswere quick to reassure them that as it was a training
exercisewe were only spraying water

Figure 1: Knapsack team

At Bedgebury Cain and | undertook some almasibterraneafelling to the left of the walled garden,
thinning silver birch Betula pendulato male room for future planting. Despite the soggy terrain we
were able to make a decent impression and though the water wasn't great for, urgdeetere
certainly benefting!

Figure 2: Cat wading and felling Figure 3: Fungi on a birch stump



Meanwhile, he volunteers did a great de&weeding and clearing ugnthe bankat Marshal'd_ake,

releasing specimens and removing another big block of bafiboau r sday 6s crew wer e
collection again giving the old trees a prune to ensure they look fresh and don't amass tdeaduch

wood.
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Figures 4 and 5: Busy volunteers

Some notable flowers this month were displayed on the willalix undensisiSe k kaad/iburnum
furcatumwhile the contrast of red bark and green foliage on the Himalayan weeping julipgeftus
recurvg was warming on a wet day.

Figure 6: Salix undensis' Sekka" Figure 7: Juniperus recurva

Another project was completed this month with two rows of hedges planted on the overflow car park to
soften the vehicles' visual impaatd b provide wind breaks. Though the core components of the

hedges were native specieg& have inteplanted some endgered Moroccan FirAbies pinsapo var.
marocang and Atlas Cedardedrus atlantichwhich will grow into specimetrees and provide a



http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=250474&isprofile=0&
https://pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Juniperus+recurva
https://pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Juniperus+recurva
https://threatenedconifers.rbge.org.uk/conifers/abies-pinsapo-var.-marocana
https://threatenedconifers.rbge.org.uk/conifers/abies-pinsapo-var.-marocana
https://threatenedconifers.rbge.org.uk/conifers/cedrus-atlantica

snapshot of north Africa. The former is restricted to
two small forests now protected in the Talassemtane
National Park in the RiMountains Pressures of
agriculture and substantial fires 1977 and2002
caused a 70% decline in its rarmeersixty years
Though felling is now prohibitectlimate change will
become increasingly problematic. Atleedar is
suffering a similar fatelt occurs in naturally drier
areasvhereincreasing droughts are damaging
populationsand it suffers frontark stripping by
Barbary Macaques and pests such as processionary
caterpillars Thaumetopoea bonjeaandT.

pityocampa and cedar bark beetld3Haaops
marmottan). Relying on snow melAtlas cedar is
particularly vulnerable to a project&é@-20% decrese

in precipitation by 2040This will also affect

Figure 8: Hedge planting

Figure 9: Cat mulching the hedge

Morocco's thirsty agricultural industry. Forests provide a vital ecosystem service in protecting water in
catchment ai&s so efforts such as thisass tree plantinwill be vital to the future of the country.

While the UK can afford a change in climatehat of a few degrees southur cousins nearer the
equatorfaceimmediate danger in a warming world. Amazing projects such &srthee Green \Waare

rays of hope in combatting thersis of desertification but positive actions are needed globally to tackle
the growing climatic issues in our giant greenhouse.




